
David M. O’Neill
Attorney at Law

David O’Neill began his legal career as a law clerk at Hauptman, O’Brien, Wolf & Lathrop, 

P.C. in 2002. A lifelong resident of Nebraska – David was born in Omaha and graduated 

from Omaha North High School. In 1998, he graduated from the University of Nebraska at 

Lincoln with a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration and went on to earn 

his law degree from Creighton University in 2005. After graduation, Mr. O’Neill served as an 

attorney in the Sarpy County Public Defender’s Office and then advanced to the Office of the 

Federal Public Defender before re-joining Hauptman O’Brien in 2007. His background and 

connection to a very diverse community are important. Whether he is coaching little league 

and youth basketball, raising his children, or explaining complex legal matters to his clients, 

David’s interpersonal skills allow him to communicate difficult information in ways that 

anyone can easily understand and discuss.

“When you’re younger and you think about becoming a lawyer, you think of men and women 

in suits. It’s a prestigious, respectable profession, but then as you get older you really begin 

to see, through your schooling and experience what a lawyer actually does,” said David. “You 

learn over time that there are mammoth corporations, powerful individuals and powerful 

entities that aren’t always willing to do the right thing voluntarily. The schooling I had 

allowed me the opportunity to be exposed to all walks of life and all demographics, whether 

rich, poor, or middle class. While each individual is unique, I have an understanding of other 

individuals who have come from that same type of background and have an understanding 

of not only their injuries, but also what they are going to be confronted with or the problems 

that may arise and how we can best take care of that person.”

“It doesn’t matter who you are, where you come from, or if you’ve made a million dollars 

in your life or you’re currently unemployed – none of that matters to me,” said David. “As 

a lawyer it’s my job to help individuals overcome obstacles. I enjoy representing people 

without the funds to battle powerful companies, disabled people and injured people seeking 

representation against the powers that be. I’ve found it very inspiring and gratifying to 

represent people, no matter what type of odds they were being confronted with, knowing that 

with the right approach I can make a difference and empower my clients to have a real shot at 

winning a fair judgment against any adversary.”

“We take cases to trial that need to go to trial, and David is very well-versed in all aspects 

of the litigative process,” said Partner Tim O’Brien. “You don’t work at Hauptman O’Brien 

unless you are an experienced trial attorney. The good thing is that the other attorneys he is 

up against know that too. We don’t take all of our cases to trial, but the fact that they know 

we will go to trial if needed prevents them from shortchanging or under-compensating 

our clients. We are confident in David and the other attorneys who work here to pursue 

judgments in court any time that is necessary to thoroughly represent our clients.”

“My wife and I have been married for nearly two decades,” said David. “We have two sons, 

so we spend our days watching the boys play sports, and enjoying our neighborhood 

community. In the winter months I coach both my boys in basketball. I’m president of my 

neighborhood association and on the Omaha North High Foundation board. I’m also on 

the service league board for The Partnership for Kids, which is a mentoring group for OPS 

kids in poverty. All of this is aimed at being a contributing member of our community. I’ve 

worked very hard, I’ve been very fortunate, and I like giving back. Hauptman O’Brien and the 

founding partners have always made it easy for everyone here to contribute time and energy 

to the community so that we can be more than just a great law firm in Nebraska, we can also 

be part of making this area great.”
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